
 5 

Contents

1  Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

2  The Specific Semantico-Syntactic Status of Secondary Agent 
Constructions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

3  An Overview of Approaches to SA Constructions  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

3.1  Against the Small Clause Hypothesis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

4  Directional Phrases in SA Constructions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

5  SA Constructions as Verb-Class-Specific Constructions  . . . . . . 37

6  Verbal Semantics and Causal Structuration  
in SA Constructions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

6.1  On the Applicability of Verbs in SA Constructions . . . . . . . . . 39

6.2  Causal Structuration in SA Constructions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

6.3  Intentionality of Action in SA Constructions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

6.4  Verbal Qualia Structures in Relation to Causal Structuration  
in SA Constructions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

6.5  Non-Coercive SA Constructions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54

6.6  Coercive SA Constructions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

7  Internally vs. Externally Operating Energy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

8  Further Factors Licensing SA Constructions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

9 Semantic Roles of Causer and Causee: Further  
Observations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76

10  Agentivity Type in Animals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80



6 

11 Verbal Semantics in Relation to Pragmatic Meanings of SA 
Constructions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

11.1 A Note on Accompaniment Scenarios  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

12 Marginal Cases  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105

12.1 Body Parts as Causees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105

12.2 On “Swimming the Baby to the Shore” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

12.3 On “Walking the Bicycle up the Hill” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110

12.3.1 Degrees of Active Involvement of the Patient . . . . . . . . 117

13 Reflexive Constructions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120

13.1 The Total Object Inclusion as Manifested in the Meaning  
of the Reflexive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130

13.2 The Profiling of Intention in Relation to an Increase  
  in the Patient’s Affectedness  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133

14 Summary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137

15 References  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140


